A Festival of Lessons & Carols
December 10, 2017 at 8:30 & 11 a.m.
Welcome to All

All are invited to to participate in any of our activities, and to become
a part of this community of faith and love.

The First Lesson		

U Please stand as you are able. Bold indicates congregational response.

Carol

The Second Lesson 		

Lighting of the Advent Candle

Carol			

U Carol				
UMH 234
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Choir and Congregation
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,
lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;
Glory to God, Son of the Father, begotten, not created;
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Choir only
Sing, choir of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Choir and Congregation
See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
U Bidding Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

Pastor Lane

The Third Lesson		
Carol

Offertory

Genesis 22:15-18
The God of Abr’am Praise
Isaiah 9:2, 6 & 7

David Henson

Rhonda Tucker

Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9

Evie Durham

Luke 1:26-35, 38

Luke 2:8-16

Madeline Massett

Angels We Have Heard on High

UMH 238

Choir and Congregation
Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Choir only
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? Gloria, in
excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. Gloria, in
excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Choir and Congregation
See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
The Eighth Lesson		
Carol

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming
Soloists: Ray and Deirdré Halliburton

The Fifth Lesson		
Carol

Sandra Kuykendall

Comfort, Comfort, O My People

The Fourth Lesson		
Carol		

Genesis 3:8-15

U Carol		

God Walked in Eden’s Garden Fair

Greeting and Announcements
8:30 - Jason and Shay Chauvin
11:00 - Ron and Renée Rodi
We light again the candles of Hope and Peace.
Joining them is the candle of Joy,
which shines brightly through these long winter days.
Joy brings light to this world of darkness.
(Lighting of first, second, and third Advent Candles)
With joyous expectation, we watch for signs of God’s coming.
May Emmanuel find welcome in our hearts,
take flesh in our lives, and be for all peoples
the welcome advent of redemption and grace.

The Seventh Lesson			

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Matthew 2:1-11

Bill Perry

From a Distant Home

Invitation to Christian Discipleship
Barbara Benton

There Is No Rose

Carol Prelude
U Doxology			
UMH 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The Sixth Lesson		
Guy Johnson
Matthew 1:18-23
UMH 224
U Carol			
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Choir and Congregation
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!
Choir only
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven’s door, and yet are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!
Choir and Congregation
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave: News, news! Jesus Christ was born to
save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!

The Ninth Lesson		
U Carol			

John 1:1-14

Pastor Julia

UMH 246
Joy to the World
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven,
and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
Choral Interlude
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

U Closing Prayer and Blessing
U Postlude
Thank you to all who participated in making this morning’s service so meaningful:
St. John’s music director Carrie Stephens, Terry Byars, our Chancel Choir,
Alleluia Ringers, the readers, and guest string quartet: Christian Aldrige,
Adalus Low, Olivia Moppert, Joel Willson
After the 8:30 service, all are invited to stay for refreshments
in the Family Life Center.
The flowers on the altar are given by Pat Cobb in memory of her husband, Earl.

Worship Assistants:

8:30 Ushers: Mike and Sally Allen, Jill Slicker, Carol Gordon;
Host: Beth Forester
11:00 Ushers: Maureen Robertson, Jane Rassi, Carrie de la Fuente,
Nico de la Fuente; Host: Joyce Perry

Welcome to St. John’s!
Welcome to worship! We are glad you’ve joined us and hope you feel at
home here. Whoever you are, wherever you are on your faith journey, you
are welcome.
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. However, if you or your child
would prefer, nursery care is available in the Administration Building
next door; an usher can escort you. Children’s bulletins and sermon sacks
are available from an usher.
Restrooms are located in the Narthex.
Thank you for being here.
“WELCOME INN” WORSHIP SERIES
This Advent we look to the faith and wisdom of Mary, the joyful hospitality of
Elizabeth, and the courage and resolve of Joseph as we prepare ourselves to “welcome
inn” the greatest gift of all time, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Our “Welcome Inn” worship
series will continue on December 17 with a focus on Joseph’s story in Matthew 1:18-25.
POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS SEASON
Once again our sanctuary will be graced with the beauty of poinsettias during the
Advent and Christmas seasons. If you have someone you would like to honor or
remember, fill out the enclosed form and put it in the offering plate. Deadline to
order is Monday, December 11. Order forms are in the narthex and admin. bldg.
UMW MARY MARTHA CIRCLE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
The UMW Mary Martha Circle will hold their annual Christmas gathering on
Tuesday, December 12 at 7 p.m. at the home of Pat Cobb (1910 Camellia Trace).
Please remember to bring a snack to share. All women are invited to attend.
UMW BAKE SALE
The UMW is hosting a bake sale today during coffee time to help fund their mission
projects. Come pick up a sweet treat in the FLC.
FALL BLOOD DRIVE
Our semi-annual blood drive is being held today in the back parking lot. Those who
are eligible donors, please stop by the blood mobile between 8 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
Did we forget to say you get a free t-shirt?
ADVENT OPEN HOUSE AT THE PARSONAGE
Pastor Lane, Ben, and Julian have invited all of us to an Advent open house at the
parsonage (11924 N. Oak Hills Pkwy.) this afternoon from 2-4 p.m. This will be a
wonderful opportunity to drop in for a short visit and wish them a Merry Christmas.
SEVENTH ANNUAL GREAT TURKEY GIVEAWAY
Saturday, December 16 is the Seventh Annual Great Turkey Giveaway sponsored by
The Shepherd’s Market (an Opening Doors ministry) and hosted by St. John’s. Just as
last year, this Giveaway will be a drive-thru set up in the large parking lot. Volunteers
are being asked to arrive by 7 a.m. and park in the smaller lots fronting on Renee
Drive. PLEASE NOTE: Set up will be on Friday, December 15 in the FLC beginning
at 3 p.m. If you can help out, please come to the FLC at 3 p.m. at which time we will
begin setting up the different stations for canned food, boxed food, and vegetables.
CHRISTMAS CAROLING
St. John’s Youth are inviting you to join them in Christmas Caroling on Sunday,
December 17. We will leave from the church at 4:30 p.m. and should be finished by
6:30 p.m. We will be singing for some of our senior members at their homes and at
The House of Respite, an assisted living facility. If you would like to be a part of this
holiday tradition, please call Deirdré (225-939-1425) to let her know to expect you.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
On Sunday, December 24, in celebration of Christmas Eve we will have one combined
worship service at 10 a.m., with no Sunday school or coffee time that morning. That
afternoon and evening we will have two candlelight services at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. We
hope you will join us for both morning and evening worship that day.
THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
The Christmas season can be a difficult time for some. This service is a time to
acknowledge our grief and remind ourselves of the hope we have in Christ. Everyone is
invited to this beautiful, intimate, and healing service that will be held on Thursday,
December 21 at 6 p.m.

Happening at St. John’s This Week
Sunday, December 10
8:00 a.m.
OLOL Blood Drive, Large Parking Lot
9:30 a.m.
UMW Bake Sale, FLC
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School, Campus Wide
2:00 p.m.
Advent Open House, Parsonage
Monday, December 11
9:00 a.m.
Ladies Covenant Group, Parlor
10:00 a.m. Let’s Geaux Play, Toddler Nursery
11:00 a.m. Grief Sharing, Parlor
3:00 p.m.
The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
3:00 p.m.
Men’s Covenant Group, Library
3:00 p.m.
Lectionary Ladies, Parlor
5:00 p.m.
Ladies’ Covenant Group, Parlor
6:30 p.m.
AA Meeting, FLC-E
7:00 p.m.
Mary Martha UMW Circle, Cobb Residence
Tuesday, December 12
8:00 a.m.
The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
8:15 a.m.
Worship in the Market, FLC
9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting, Pastor’s Office
4:30 p.m.
Ladies’ Covenant Group, Parlor
5:30 p.m.
Cancer Survivors Support Group, Choir Room
6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study, Library
Wednesday, December 13
10:00 a.m. Spanish Class, Library
5:00 p.m.
Ladies’ Covenant Group, FLC-A
6:30 p.m.
Alpha Bells, Sanctuary
6:30 p.m.
Chancel Choir, Choir Room
Thursday, December 14
8:00 a.m.
The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
8:30 a.m.
Holy Folders, Library
7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts, FLC
Friday, December 15
OFFICE CLOSED
6:30 a.m.
Men’s Prayer Group, Parlor
9:00 a.m.
Arts & Crafts, FLC-A
3:00 p.m.
Set-up for Turkey Giveaway, FLC
Saturday, December 16
7:00 a.m.
Volunteers for Great Turkey Giveaway
9:00 a.m
Great Turkey Giveaway
12:00 p.m. AA Meeting, FLC-C
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8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship Services
December 10, 2017

St. John’s United Methodist Church
230 Renee Drive | Baton Rouge, LA 70810
www.stjohnsbr.org | 225-766-4594
Remember to pray for The Walk.
“...for we walk by faith, not by
sight.” - 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NRSV)
#sjthewalk

Check in on Facebook:
facebook.com/stjohnsbr
Follow us on Twitter:
@stjohnsbr

We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through worship, witness
and service so that others will know God and become disciples of Jesus Christ.

