
The CELEBRATION of the GOSPEL
EASTER SUNDAY

April 12, 2020

Welcome to All 

Thank you for joining us! Please register your attendance at: 
https://www.stjohnsbr.org/attendance

We Gather in Spirit
Prelude   Terry Byars

Words of Grace  Rev. Lane Cotton Winn

Easter Proclamation  Pastor Lane
Christ is risen!
Let the people say, “Christ is risen, indeed!”

Christ is risen, indeed

Children’s Moment  

Hymn of Praise  
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!
 Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 

Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 

Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!
 Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!
 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia! 

Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!
King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia! 

Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 
Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia! 

Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!

Easter Prayer   by John Winn, adapted
O God of Good Friday and Easter,
   overcome my willingness to take life as it is, 
      rather than search out its new possibilities.
Sometimes I find myself deadened by the isolation, 
   cold facts, and hard reality of this season 
      more than I care to admit.
As I struggle to cope, 
   help me not to lose heart.

Give me back the laughter, 
   the enthusiasm,
   the optimism, 
   the dreams,
that helps me find something to believe in 
once again.
Roll away the stone from my heart 
   when it becomes cold,
and enable me to truly live and love once more.
Help me to see myself as you see me 
   and to be fully alive to the new morning 
      that has broken this day,
through Jesus Christ, who has become our Savior. 
Amen.

Anthem  
Morning Has Broken

Scripture   Rev. Deirdré Halliburton
Jeremiah 31:1-6

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Prayer of New Life  based on Jeremiah 31

Gospel Reading  Pastor Lane
Matthew 28:1-10

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Prayer of Illumination  based on Psalm 19:14
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be acceptable in thy sight, thou who are my 
strength and my redeemer. Amen.

The Message   Pastor Lane
“Don’t Lose Heart”

Visuals of Hope based on 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Therefore we do not lose heart.
Though outwardly we are wasting away,
   yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.
For our light and momentary troubles
   are achieving for us an eternal glory
      that far outweighs them all.
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen,
   but on what is unseen.
For what is seen is temporary,
   but what is unseen is eternal.

We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through worship, 
witness and service so that others will know God 

and become disciples of Jesus Christ.



Heartfelt Thanks and Praise
Hymn of Faith

Easter Celebration
This Easter celebration is not like ones we’ve known.

We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone.
We’re distant from our neighbors — 

from worship leaders, too.
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood.

No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way.
O God of love and promise, where’s joy this Easter Day?
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place

we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace.
Our joy won’t come from worship that’s in a crowded room

but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb.
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see

who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed.
In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well:

Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell.
Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day!

Now nothing in creation can keep your love away.
We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be

a scattered, faithful body that’s doing ministry.
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too,

we live the Easter message by gladly serving you.

Affirming of Faith Together  Pastor Deirdré
A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:

Who has created and is creating,
   Who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
      to reconcile and make new,
Who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.
We are called to be the church:

to celebrate God’s presence,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
   God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God 
Lord of the Dance

We appreciate your generosity. 
Every gift given is helping St. John’s make a difference as we live out our 

mission and vision. You may give online here: 
http://bit.ly/stjohnsgive

Doxology  
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sent Out with Full Hearts
Invitation to Christian Discipleship

Hymn of Resurrection  
He Lives

I serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today; 
I know that he is living, whatever foes may say. 

I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer, 
and just the time I need him, he’s always near. 

REFRAIN:
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesus lives today! 

He walks with me and talks with me 
along life’s narrow way. 

He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives? 

He lives within my heart.
 In all the world around me I see his loving care, 

and though my heart grows weary, 
I never will despair. 

I know that he is leading through all the stormy 
blast; the day of his appearing will come at last.

REFRAIN
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, 

lift up your voice and sing 
eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King! 

The hope of all who seek him, 
the help of all who find; 

none other is so loving, so good and kind. 
REFRAIN

Closing Prayer
We know Jesus is present among us… [repeat]
   even in this very home… [repeat]
We will not let fear be louder than love… [repeat]
   but with glad hearts and rejoicing souls… [repeat]
      we will sing God’s praise… [repeat]
   for we are Easter People…! [repeat]
Alleluia! Amen.  [repeat]

Sending Forth Song
Because He Lives (refrain)

 Because he lives, I can face tomorrow;
 because he lives, all fear is gone; 

because I know he holds the future, 
and life is worth the living just because he lives.

Benediction   based on Psalm 16

Choral Benediction   Global Virtual Choir
Hundreds of United Methodists from across the globe 
join together to sing “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.”

Postlude   Terry Byars

Happy Easter!
Thank you for worshipping with us!

Today’s worship stewards are:
Carrie Poynot, Terry Byars, 

Bryan Adams, Ben Hartman, Johnny McWilliams, 
John Toney, Mari Walker, and our pastors.

 Portions of today’s liturgy are adapted from
www.worshipdesignstudio.com/series by Dr. Marcia McFee.

Our CCLI streaming license is 20233858.


