The Celebration of the Gospel
August 12, 2018 at 11 a.m.
Welcome to All

All are invited to to participate in any of our activities, and to become
a part of this community of faith and love.
U Please stand as you are comfortable. Bold indicates congregational response.

Uniting with God
Greeting and Announcements
Introit		
U Call to Worship		
Madeline Massett
Dig deep for the courage that comes from the Lord.
We will be strong and courageous, for the Lord, our God,
is with us wherever we go.
Dare to face your brokenness, your anxieties, and your fears.
We will be strong and courageous, for the Lord, our God,
is with us wherever we go.
See all your potential and rest in the assurance that you are enough.
We will be strong and courageous, for the Lord, our God,
is with us wherever we go.
Come worship the Lord without fear, for you are accepted,
loved, and set free.
Thanks be to God for the courage that comes to us in
unexpected ways along the journey of faith.
U Hymn of Praise		
God of Grace and God of Glory
U Psalter		

Psalm 34

UMH 577, vs. 1 & 4
UMH 769

SUNG RESPONSE
O magnify the Lord with me; with me exalt God’s name!
I will bless the Lord at all times; God’s praise shall
continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
let the afflicted hear and be glad.
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt
God’s name together!
I sought the Lord, who answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears.
Look to God and be radiant, So your faces shall never be ashamed.
The poor cried out, and the Lord heard,
and saved them out of all their troubles.
The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear God,
and delivers them.
O taste and see that the Lord is good!
Happy are those who take refuge in God!
SUNG RESPONSE
O fear the Lord, you his holy ones,
For those who fear God have no want!
The young lions suffer want and hunger,
But those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.

Come, O children, listen to me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
Which of you desires life and covets many days
to enjoy good?
Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.
Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.
SUNG RESPONSE
The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous; the ears of the Lord
hear their cry.
The face of the Lord is against evildoers, to cut off the
remembrance of them from the earth.
When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears, and delivers them
out of all their troubles.
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the
crushed in spirit.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivers them.
The Lord keeps all their bones; not one of them is broken.
Evil shall slay the wicked; and those who hate the righteous
will be condemned.
The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none of those
who take refuge in God will be condemned.
SUNG RESPONSE
U Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Prayers of the People
by Morgan Dynes
Lord, help us to speak…
Lord, for such a time as this, enter into this space.
For such a time as this, help us to hear what You need us to hear.
For such a time as this, help us to say what You need us to say.
For such a time as this, help us to focus on You as we enter
into prayer.
Lord, we speak now of the joys in our life, as even the Jewish
people were thankful, no matter their trials.
(The congregation speaks aloud their joys…)
Lord, we speak now for our concerns, as You may heal our hurt
and deliver us from pain.
(The congregation speaks aloud their concerns...)
Lord, we ask that You help us speak out for the church, so that
we can be a vessel for Your Mission.
(The congregation silently lifts up the church and God’s Mission...)
Lord, we ask that You help us speak out for those in our world who
are oppressed, forgotten, poor, neglected, and ignored, just as Esther
spoke out for her people.
(The congregation silently lifts up those in need...)
Lord, we ask that You give us confidence as we speak aloud the
prayer that Your Son taught us to pray…
(The congregation joins together in the Lord’s Prayer...)
The Lord’s Prayer

Growing Together
Children’s Moment		

Rhonda Tucker

Parents may accompany their children to the altar if desired.
Ushers will pass out folders during the Children’s Moment. Please register
your attendance. If you have any joys or concerns please fill out a prayer card
found in the left pocket of the folder and place it in the offering plate.
Anthem		
Scripture

Be Thou My Vision
Esther 4:12-17

Chancel Choir
Madeline Massett

Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God
U Doxology

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.
Prayer for Illumination 		
Based on Psalm 19:14
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in thy sight, thou who are my strength and my
redeemer. Amen.
Sermon

Pastor Lane

“Choosing Courage Over Comfort”

Responding with Love
U Hymn of Faith			
My Faith Looks Up to Thee

UMH 452, vs 1-3

UMH 895

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

UMH 95

Boldly We Go
Invitation to Christian Discipleship
We joyfully welcome all those whose wish to become members of St. John’s
and invite you to come forward during the singing of the closing hymn.
U Hymn of Discipleship

Standing on the Promises

U Blessing and Sending Forth
U Postlude

UMH 374, vs. 1 & 4

Welcome to St. John’s!
Welcome to worship! We are glad you’ve joined us and hope you feel at home here.
Whoever you are, wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome.
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. However, if you or your child would prefer,
nursery care is available in the Administration Building next door; an usher can escort
you. Children’s bulletins and sermon sacks are available from an usher.
Our ushers are happy to assist you in any way. Restrooms are in the Narthex.

Thank you for being here.
BRAVE - OUR AUGUST WORSHIP SERIES

For most of us, bravery is not about doing the impossible, but about finding courage
to face the everyday pressures and anxieties life throws our way. During the Sundays
in August, we will discover how to be brave and what it means to fully rely on
God’s peace and promises in every situation. Be strong and courageous; do not be
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9. Scripture for August 19 will be John 4:1-9, 16-26.

DINNER AND DIALOGUE

This evening at 5 p.m. we will host a potluck dinner and dialogue about the
Commission on A Way Forward, from 5 to 7 p.m. Our facilitators will be Revs. Jo
Ann Cooper (former St. John’s Associate Pastor) and Ed Cooper, co-pastors of First
UMC, Pineville. We invite you to bring a dish to share and an openness to learn
and be in fruitful conversation. After dinner, we will hear an overview about the
Commission’s proposals to the special session of General Conference about human
sexuality, followed by tabletop dialogue, with questions that foster unity, build
trust, and deepen our relationships with one another.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The Mary Martha Circle will meet on Tuesday August 14 at 7 p.m. in the parlor
with a birthday party honoring 150 years of UMW. Kathleen Adams will present a
program on the history and legacy of the UMW. All women are invited to join the
party and come have some ice cream and birthday cake.

Happening at St. John’s
Sunday, August 12
8:00 a.m.
Praise Team, Sanctuary
8:30 a.m.
Worship Service, Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.
Coffee Time, FLC
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School, Campus Wide
11:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.
DINNER & DIALOGUE, FLC
Monday, August 13
9:00 a.m.
Ladies’ Covenant Group, Parlor
11:00 a.m. Good Grief, St. John’s, Parlor
3:00 p.m.
Lectionary Ladies Bible Study, Parlor
3:00 p.m.
Men’s Covenant Group, Parlor
3:00 p.m.
The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
6:30 p.m.
AA Meeting, FLC-E
Tuesday, August 14
8:00 a.m.
The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
8:15 a.m.
Worship in the Market, FLC
1:30 p.m.
Staff Meeting, Pastor’s Office
4:30 p.m.
Ladies’ Covenant Group, Parlor
4:30 p.m.
Wellness Covenant Group, Library
6:00 p.m. Emmaus Board Meeting, FLC-A
7:00 p.m.
Mary Martha UMW, Parlor
Wednesday, August 15
5:00 p.m.
Ladies’ Covenant Group, FLC-A
6:30 p.m.
Choir Practice, Choir Room
6:30 p.m.
Alpha Bells, Sanctuary
Thursday, August 16
8:00 a.m.
The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
8:30 a.m.
Holy Folders, Library
6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting, Library
7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts, FLC
Friday, August 17
OFFICE CLOSED
6:30 a.m.
Men’s Prayer Group, Parlor
Saturday, August 18
12:00 p.m. AA Meeting, FLC-C

HEAVENLY HASH RESUMES

We’re revamping Heavenly Hash for the fall, and will be offering a Wednesday night
supper ONCE A MONTH on the FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH. Mark your
calendars for Wednesday, September 5. We’ll be serving supper from 5:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. You can arrive as your schedule permits.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE DEADLINE EXTENDED

TODAY is the extended deadline for the Opening Doors’ annual school supply drive.
There are blue tubs in the narthex and the Admin Building to collect your donations.

FALL BIBLE STUDIES

A survey on interest in fall Bible studies was distributed at both worship services
on July 29. If you did not receive one and you are interested in participating in a
Bible study, please contact Pastor Deirdre at 939-1425 or pastordeirdre@stjohnsbr.
org to let her know your preference: Disciple I (32 weeks), Fast Track Disciple III (12
weeks), or a short-term study topics, for example, prayer, what it means to be the
church, major characters of the Bible, women of the Bible (4, 6, 0r 8 weeks).

NEW TIME FOR YOUTH GROUP

The school year comes with change - new teachers, new friends, and new classes. In
Youth Group, there is change as well. Beginning Sunday August 19, Youth Group
will begin at 4 p.m. and end at 6 p.m. Everything else will remain the same: fun
and games, supper, time together, and a devotional.

TUTORS NEEDED

The Gardere Initiative is in need of tutors for their After-School Tutoring Program
for the 2018-19 school year. If you are interested, there will be a training session for
volunteers on Tuesday, August 14 from 4 - 6 p.m. at The Gardere Initiative offices,
8435 Ned Ave., Apt. A (just off Gardere Lane).

LECTIONARY LADIES RESUME

Lectionary Ladies, who study the Bible by reading and discussing the weekly scripture,
will resume meeting on Monday, August 13 at 3 p.m. in the parlor. There is no need
to sign up, if you are interested just meet us in the parlor at 3 p.m. on Mondays.
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Remember to pray for The Walk.
“...for we walk by faith, not by
sight.” - 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NRSV)
#sjthewalk

Check in on Facebook:
facebook.com/stjohnsbr
Follow us on Twitter:
@stjohnsbr

Give online: http://bit.ly/sjumcgive

August 12, 2018
11 a.m. Worship Service
We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through worship, witness
and service so that others will know God and become disciples of Jesus Christ.

