The Celebration of the Gospel
November 18, 2018 at 8:30 a.m.
Welcome to All

All are invited to participate in any of our activities, and to become
a part of this community of faith and love.
U Please stand as you are comfortable. Bold indicates congregational response.

U Song of Response
Give Thanks		
FWS 2036
Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.
And now let the weak say, “I am strong”;
let the poor say, “I am rich
because of what the Lord has done for us.”
Children’s Moment		
Pastor Deirdré
Parents may accompany their children to the altar if desired.
Ushers will pass out folders during the Children’s Moment. Please register
your attendance. If you have any joys or concerns please fill out a prayer card
found in the left pocket of the folder and place it in the offering plate.

We Gather to Worship

We Hear God’s Word

Greeting & Announcements
Introit		

Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Alleluia Ringers

U Songs of Praise		
Morning Has Broken
UMH 145, vs. 1
Morning has broken like the first morning;
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!
Let All Things Now Living				
FWS 2008, vs. 1
Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving
to God the Creator triumphantly raise
who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us,
who guides us and leads to the end of our day.
God’s banners fly o’er us; God’s light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.

Together We Praise God
U Call to Worship		
Bryan Adams
The world is filled with the glory of God, and we say,
Thank you!
The hills and valleys are filled with color, and we say,
Thank you!
The vines and trees are filled with fruit, and we say,
Thank you!
Our tables are overflowing with food, and we say,
Thank you!
Our life is filled with love of family and friends, and we say,
Thank you!
We fill this house of God with our voices, saying,
Thank you!
May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts
be acceptable to you, O God,
as we enter into this service of thanksgiving and praise.
Amen.

Scripture

Bryan Adams

Philemon 1:1-7

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sermon			
“In Praise and Thanks for Partners”

Pastor Lane

We Respond with Thanksgiving
U Hymn of Faith			
UMH 92, vs. 1, 2, 4, & 6
For the Beauty of the Earth
U Prayer of Confession
Creator God,
Forgive our moments of ingratitude,
the spiritual blindness that prevents us
from appreciating the wonder that is this world,
the endless cycle of nature,
of life and death and rebirth.
Forgive us for taking without giving,
reaping without sowing.
Help us to be more thankful.
Open our eyes to see, our lips to praise,
our hands to share.
May our feet touch lightly on the path we tread,
and our footsteps be worthy of following,
for they lead to you. Amen.
(A time for silent prayer and confession)
U Words of Assurance and Pardon
God is a gracious giver.
God is gracious in forgiveness.
God calls us to new patterns and new life.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Thanks be to God. Amen.
U Sharing the Love and Peace of Christ		
We invite you to offer signs of peace to those around you.
Offering Our Tithes & Gifts to God
Acclamation on Azmon

Alleluia Ringers

U Doxology			
UMH 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God,
all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
U The Great Thanksgiving
		
UMH 15
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.		
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
			
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. (3x)
Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. (3x)
The congregation is seated and the institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled.
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we
offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Hosanna in the highest. (3x)
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and concludes:
All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.
Amen. Amen. Amen.
Hosanna in the highest. (3x)
The Lord’s Prayer
UMH 895
Sharing the Bread & Cup
 All are welcome to partake in Holy Communion.
 Communion will be served using the ancient means of “intinction.” When broken bread is
placed in your hand you may dip it lightly into the cup and thereby receive both elements at
the same time.
 Gluten-free communion is offered to anyone who desires it. When you come up to the altar,
let the server know you would like the gluten-free elements.
 You are invited to stay at the chancel for prayer as long as you desire.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through this healing gift; and we pray that through it, you
graciously strengthen us in faith toward you and in love toward
one another; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

We Take Our Worship Into
the World
Invitation to Christian Discipleship		
We joyfully welcome all those whose wish to become members of St. John’s
and invite you to come forward during the singing of the closing hymn.
U Hymn of Discipleship
UMH 139, vs. 1, 2 & 5
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
U Blessing & Sending Forth		
U Postlude
After the service, all are invited to the Family Life Center for refreshments.

Welcome to St. John’s!

Welcome to worship! We are glad you’ve joined us and hope you feel at home here.
Whoever you are, wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome.
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. However, if you or your child would prefer,
nursery care is available in the Administration Building next door; an usher can escort
you. Children’s bulletins and sermon sacks are available from an usher.
Our ushers are happy to assist you in any way. Restrooms are in the Narthex.

Thank you for being here.
THANKS LIVING WORSHIP SERIES

How do we turn thanksgiving into thanks-LIVING? Join us in this season of
thanksgiving as we learn to live lives of gratitude and joy through our Thanks Living
sermon series that concludes today.

ADVENT STUDY

Our Advent Study this year is going to be All Earth Is Waiting by Katie Z. Dawson.
If you or your Sunday School class is interested in an Advent study, please let Pastor
Deirdré know by Sunday, November 18. Books cost $15 (checks made out to St.
John’s UMC with Advent Book in memo line).

CHURCH CONFERENCE TODAY

We will hold a Church Conference TODAY in the Sanctuary, immediately following
the 11 a.m. worship service to vote on the Trustees’ resolution to sell the church’s two
rental properties.
Our District Superintendent, Rev. Ken Irby, will convene the Church Conference,
and all professing members of the church who are present are eligible to vote. We
encourage you to come back and take part in this important meeting.

Happening at St. John’s
Sunday, November 18
8:00 a.m.
Praise Team, Sanctuary
8:30 a.m.
Worship Service, Sanctuary
9:30 a.m.
Coffee Time, FLC
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School, Campus Wide
11:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
12:05 p.m. CHURCH CONFERENCE, Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Youth Group, FLC
Monday, November 19
9:00 a.m.
Ladies’ Covenant Group, Parlor
3:00 p.m.
The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
3:00 p.m.
Lectionary Ladies Bible Study, Parlor
3:00 p.m.
Men’s Covenant Group, Library
5:00 p.m.
Ladies’ Covenant Group, Parlor
6:30 p.m.
AA Meeting, FLC-E
Tuesday, November 20
8:00 a.m.
The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
8:15 a.m.
Worship in the Market, FLC
1:30 p.m.
Staff Meeting, Pastor’s Office
4:30 p.m.
Wellness Covenant Group, Parlor
Wednesday, November 21
6:30 p.m.
Alpha Bells, Sanctuary
Thursday, November 22
OFFICE & THE SHEPHERD’S MARKET CLOSED
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Friday, November 23
OFFICE CLOSED
Saturday, November 24
12:00 p.m. AA Meeting, FLC-C

HOLIDAY SUPER STORE

It’s time for Opening Doors’ Holiday Super Store. The doors will open at the Target
on Siegen at 8 a.m., TOMORROW. If you are participating, please enter in the
doors on the far right of the store.

UMW SOCK PROJECT

Both the Ruth Circle and the Mary Martha Circle will be collecting adult socks to be
brought to the homeless in Baton Rouge. There will be a blue tub in the hallway of
the Admin Building to collect the socks. There is a need for both men’s and women’s
socks (you may also donate clean used socks in zip lock bags).

Our Advent Fest is fast approaching! Would you like to decorate a table to represent
a Christmas song or carol? (Please let Pastor Deirdre know.) We encourage you to
wear your Christmas pajamas or an ugly Christmas sweater. You can take part in the
Cookie Exchange (bring 2-3 dozen cookies that evening) and go home with a tin of a
variety of cookies. Bring family and friends for food, singing, and fellowship. Every
household will go home with an Advent surprise!
Sunday, November 25
			
Sunday, December 2
Sunday, December 9
			
Saturday, December 15
Sunday, December 16
			
Friday, December 21
Monday, December 24

Flowers on the Altar
The flowers on the altar are given by Sophy Tao in memory of
Amanda and Bernard.
Worship Assistants
Ushers: Beth Forester, Paul Ivey, Mike & Sally Allen
Host: Sandra Kuykendall

Church Staff
Rev. Lane Cotton Winn
Lead Pastor
pastorlane@stjohnsbr.org

Rev. Deirdré Halliburton
Associate Pastor
pastordeirdre@stjohnsbr.org

Lynn Cooper
Administrative Assistant
office@stjohnsbr.org

LeAnn Davis
Manager of Finance & Facilities
leanndavis@stjohnsbr.org

Amy Fine
Coordinator of Youth Ministries
amyfine@stjohnsbr.org

Carrie Stephens
Director of Music Ministries
carriestephens@stjohnsbr.org

Terry Byars
Accompanist
terrybyars@stjohnsbr.org

Bill Putzig
Custodian
billputzig@stjohnsbr.org

UPCOMING ADVENT EVENTS

Hanging of the Greens - 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Advent Fest - 4 - 6 p.m., FLC
“Let Heaven and Nature Sing” Sermon series begins
UMW Bake Sale, 9:30 - 9:45 a.m.
Pastors’ Open House, 2 - 4 p.m.
Eighth Great Turkey Giveaway, 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Christmas Cantata - 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Youth Christmas Party, 4 - 6:30 p.m.
Longest Night Service - 6 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services - 4 p.m. and 7 p.m.
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230 Renee Drive | Baton Rouge, LA 70810
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Check in on Facebook:
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@stjohnsbr

Give online: http://bit.ly/sjumcgive

November 18, 2018
8:30 a.m. Worship Service
We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through worship, witness
and service so that others will know God and become disciples of Jesus Christ.

