
...to hear God’s Word...

Children’s Moment  Pastor Deirdré
Parents may accompany their children to the altar if desired.

Ushers will pass out folders during the Children’s Moment. Please register 
your attendance. If you have any joys or concerns please fill out a prayer card 

found in the left pocket of the folder and place it in the offering plate. 

Anthem   Carrie Poynot, Catherine Wells
For the Beauty of the Earth

U Scripture 
Matthew 18:12-20

12 What do you think? If someone had one hundred sheep and one 
of them wandered off, wouldn’t he leave the ninety-nine on the 
hillsides and go in search for the one that wandered off? 13 If he finds 
it, I assure you that he is happier about having that one sheep than 
about the ninety-nine who didn’t wander off. 14 In the same way, my 
Father who is in heaven doesn’t want to lose one of these little ones.
15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and correct them when 
you are alone together. If they listen to you, then you’ve won over 
your brother or sister. 16 But if they won’t listen, take with you one or 
two others so that every word may be established by the mouth of 
two or three witnesses. 17 But if they still won’t pay attention, report 
it to the church. If they won’t pay attention even to the church, 
treat them as you would a Gentile and tax collector. 18 I assure you 
that whatever you fasten on earth will be fastened in heaven. And 
whatever you loosen on earth will be loosened in heaven. 19 Again I 
assure you that if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, 
then my Father who is in heaven will do it for you. 20 For where two 
or three are gathered in my name, I’m there with them.”

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Prayer for Illumination   Based on Psalm 19:14
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy sight, thou who are my strength and my 
redeemer. Amen.

Sermon   Pastor Lane
“Care-Full Relationships”

...to Confess and  offer Thanks...
Prayer of Confession   Pastor Lane

The Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways,” 
   but there are chasms in our lives, 
deep valleys that separate us from one another and from God.
Holy One, 
   we love, because you first loved us, 
but we confess we do not always offer that same love 
to others.     
   We pray for the courage to initiate reconciliation 
   with one another.  
You have given us a way to deal with discord; 
   yet we often insist on “he-said-she said-we said solutions” 
   to our relationship problems. 
We are weary of estrangement from one another 
and from you.  
   Free us from fear.  
Turn our cowardice into courage and back room whisperings    
   into open, caring conversations that make for restoration 
   and peace.  
As you have forgiven us, help us be forgiving to others.  

The Celebration of the Gospel
November 17, 2019 at 11 a.m.

Welcome to All
All are invited to participate in any of our activities, and to become  

a part of this community of faith and love.

U Please stand as you are comfortable. Bold indicates congregational response.

...We Gather to Praise...
Words of Welcome

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Guests, friends, members, welcome to worship! We are glad you are here. 
Please feel free to participate in ways that you feel led and comfortable or just 

observe, if you prefer. We welcome your presence among us.
Introit   

U Call to Worship Latrice Mallard
Now this is what the Lord Almighty says:  
“Give careful thought to your ways.”

We will offer love and care in our thoughts, words, and 
actions.

How shall we live in the love of God?
We will treat one another with fairness and dignity. 
We will listen without judgment and with hearts of 
compassion.

How shall we witness God’s forgiving love?
We will reach out to others in grace, mercy and tenderness.

Come, let us worship God, who does, and will always love us.
Let our worship of God be reflected in our lives of hope 
and peace.

U Hymn of Praise   UMH 562
Jesus, Lord, We Look to Thee

U Affirmation of Faith    UMH 881
The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
   maker of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
      born of the Virgin Mary,
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, dead, and buried;
   the third day he arose from the dead;
      he ascended into heaven,
   and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
   the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
   the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
   and the life everlasting. Amen.

U Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father 

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen.

Let us bring peace and hope, keeping doors open for 
   healing and redemption. 
Walk with us, Lord, this day and all our days. Amen.

Words of Assurance and Pardon  Based on Haggai 2:9
“In this place I will grant peace,” declares the Lord Almighty. 
Through Christ, God restores us back to wholeness. 
Be at peace and know that you are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

U Hymn of Faith   UMH 408
The Gift of Love 

U Sharing the Peace and Love of Christ

Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God            

U Doxology   UMH 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of the People   Pastor Deirdré
As prayers are offered our response will be:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer   UMH 895
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.

...we Scatter to Serve...

Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
We joyfully welcome all those who wish to become members of St. John’s 
and invite you to come forward during the singing of the closing hymn.

U Hymn of Discipleship UMH 666
Shalom to You (2x)

U Blessing and Sending Forth  

U Postlude

The flowers on the altar are given by Deirdré Halliburton 
in celebration of the birthday of Andreé Halliburton.



worship series - Care-Full enCounters
 Our worship series, “Care-Full Encounters,” looks at how we are called to be in care-full 
conversation and actions with our families, church and community. Our scripture for next 
Sunday will be Luke 23:33-43.

GrATITude OrNAMeNTS
Many thanks to those of you who bought leaves of gratitude for our Gratitude Tree. We raised 
over $10,00 toward our debt reduction. The leaves have “fallen” off of the tree and can be 
picked up today in the Narthex for you to give as gifts or hang on your Christmas tree.

HOLIdAY SuPer STOre
Monday, November 25 is the shopping day for the Holiday Super Store at the Target on 
Siegen; plan to meet at the entrance on the far right at 8 a.m. For those of you who have not 
been involved before, volunteers shop for children of the Charlie Thomas Head Start Center. 
There is no cost to you, the shopper, so come and have a good time. For questions, contact 
Marilyn Damberg (marilyndamberg@mac.com or 225-335-3321).

ANGeL Tree
This year our Angel Tree will be up set on Sunday, November 24 in the Narthex. Gifts 
will be bought for children who have an incarcerated family member who won’t be home 
for Christmas. Gifts should be brought back on Sunday, December 1 and placed under the 
Chrismon Tree. Presents will be delivered on Saturday, December 7. Please email Beth 
Forester (bethforester@yahoo.com) or Betty Schroeder (drbschroeder@att.net) to volunteer 
to be on a delivery team.

 We Need YOur Freezer SPACe!
 Duane Craig is once again baking bread for the Great Turkey Giveaway and we need to 
find freezer space for them. If you have space, Duane will have a buggy full of bread in the 
Narthex on Sunday. All we ask is that you bring all bread back on Friday, December 13.

deCOrATING FOr AdVeNT
We will decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex for the Advent and Christmas season on 
Saturday November 30 beginning at 9 a.m. The UMW will be decorating the Chrismon tree 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Come join us for a morning of joyful service.

AdVeNT SAVe THe dATeS
Sunday, December 1  “Almost Christmas,” Advent worship series begins
Sunday, December 8  Advent Fest, 4 - 6 p.m.
Saturday, December 14 Ninth Great Turkey Giveaway, volunteers arrive at 7 a.m.
Sunday, December 15 “The Glory of Christmas” Cantata, both services
   UMW Bake Sale, 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, December 19 Longest Night Service, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. (note time change)

ALMOST CHrISTMAS: WOrSHIP, deVOTIONAL, STudY
Almost Christmas Advent Worship Series & devotional Book. In 1741, John Wesley 
preached his famous sermon “The Almost Christian,” in which he encouraged people to follow 
Jesus wholeheartedly, striving to be altogether Christians. This Advent, we will consider how 
God is inviting us to move from an almost faith to an altogether one, as we prepare to welcome 
the Christ child in a fresh way this Christmas. Our series will bring together the traditional 
Advent themes of Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love and the best of our Wesleyan heritage.
Every household is invited to take home the daily devotional, Almost Christmas: Devotions 
for the Season. The book contains 31 daily readings for December, based on reflections from 
John Wesley’s sermon, “The Almost Christian,” and hymns by Charles Wesley. A love offering 
will help us offset the cost of the books. Suggested donation: $5.
Almost Christmas devotional Study, Mondays at 10 a.m., beginning December 2. Although 
Wesley’s sermon “Almost Christian,” was not intended to be an Advent or Christmas sermon, 
its timeless teachings will guide us in this 4-week study led by Guy Johnson.
This study is unique from the studies many of our Sunday School classes are doing based on 
Almost Christmas. If you would like to find a Sunday School class study for Advent, please 
contact Pastor Deirdré at pastordeirdre@stjohnsbr.org.

Stewards Serving Today
Ushers: Mary Jo Brook, Scott Dunham, Joyce Perry, Deidra Matthews

Hosts: Rhonda Tucker
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Bill Putzig
Custodian
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Terry Byars 
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This Week at St. John’s
Sunday, November 17
 8:00 a.m. Praise Team, Sanctuary
  8:30 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
  9:30 a.m. Coffee Time, FLC

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Campus Wide
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
 3:00 p.m. Writers’ Group, Parlor 
 4:00 p.m. Youth Group, FLC

 6:00 p.m. Alleluia Ringers, Sanctuary
Monday, November 18
 9:00 a.m. Ladies Covenant Group, Parlor
 10:00 a.m. Fast Track Bible Study, Library
 11:30 a.m. Exercise Class, Narthex
 3:00 p.m. Men’s Covenant Group, Library
 3:00 p.m. Ladies Lectionary Study, Parlor
 3:00 p.m. The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
 4:30 p.m. Ladies Covenant Group, Parlor
 6:00 p.m. Fast Track Bible Study, Library
 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting, FLC-E
Tuesday, November 19
 8:00 a.m. The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
 8:15 a.m.  Worship in the Market, FLC
  10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting, Pastor’s Office
 4:30 p.m. Wellness Covenant Group, Library
 4:30 p.m. Ladies’ Covenant Group, Parlor
Wednesday, November 20
 10:00 a.m. Spanish Class, Library
 4:30 p.m. Ladies’ Covenant Group, FLC-A
 6:30 p.m. Alpha Bells, Sanctuary
 6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir, Choir Room
Thursday, November 21
 8:00 a.m. The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
 3:00 p.m. VIPS Everybody Reads, Library 
 6:00 p.m. Finance Committee, Library
 7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts, FLC
Friday, November 22
 6:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Group, Parlor
 8:30 a.m. Food Bank Delivery, FLC 
 8:30 a.m. Holy Folders, Library
Saturday, November 23
 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting, FLC-C

November 17, 2019
11 a.m. Worship ServiceSt. John’s united Methodist Church

230 Renee Drive | Baton Rouge, LA 70810
www.stjohnsbr.org | 225-766-4594 We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through worship, witness 

and service so that others will know God and become disciples of Jesus Christ.

Welcome to St. John’s!
Welcome to worship! We are glad you’ve joined us and hope you feel at 
home here. Whoever you are, wherever you are on your faith journey, 
you are welcome. 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. However, if you or your child 
would prefer, nursery care is available in the Administration Building 
next door; an usher can escort you. Children’s bulletins and sermon 
sacks are available from an usher. 
Our ushers are happy to assist you in any way. restrooms are in the 
Narthex.

Thank you for being here.

Connect With
St. John’s

TeXTING: St. John’s sends out timely 
reminders about church events via 
text message. Email the office (office@
stjohnsbr.org) requesting that you be 
signed up for the texting service.

FrIdAY NeWSLeTTer: Our Friday 
Newsletter keeps you up to date about 
all the happenings around St. John’s, 
including worship information, special 
events, and service opportunities. 

INSIde ST. JOHN’S eMAIL: This new 
email is in addition to our Friday 
e-newsletter, and geared towards our 
active members and friends. It includes 
prayer requests, birthdays, anniversaries, 
celebrations, memorial and funeral 
announcements, and other St. John’s 
family news.
This email will not be sent to you unless 
you request it. If you would like to receive 
this new weekly email, fill out the form 
that can be found in the Narthex or the 
hallway of the Admin Building; you may 
also contact Lynn in the church office at 
225-766-4594 or office@stjohnsbr.org.

         Like us and check-in on Facebook:
          facebook.com/stjohnsbr

Give online: http://bit.ly/stjohnsgive


