
...to hear God’s Word...

Children’s Moment  Pastor Lane
Parents may accompany their children to the altar if desired.

Ushers will pass out folders during the Children’s Moment. Please register 
your attendance. If you have any joys or concerns please fill out a prayer card 

found in the left pocket of the folder and place it in the offering plate. 

U Scripture 
Luke 23:33-43

33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him 
there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his 
left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. 
They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s 
Messiah, the Chosen One.”
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the 
king of the jews.
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t 
you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 
“since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, 
for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 
nothing wrong.”
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.”
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.”

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Prayer for Illumination   Based on Psalm 19:14
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy sight, thou who are my strength and my 
redeemer. Amen.

Sermon   Pastor Deirdré
“Care-Full Forgiving”

...to Confess and  offer Thanks...
Prayer of Confession   Pastor Deirdré

God of everlasting love,
   we confess that we have been unfaithful
     to our covenant with you and with one another. 
We have worshiped other gods: money, power, greed, 
   and convenience. 
We have served our own self-interest
   instead of serving only you and your people.
We have not loved our neighbor as you have commanded, 
   nor have we rightly loved ourselves. 
Forgive us, gracious God,
   and bring us back into the fullness
     of our covenant with you and one another. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Celebration of the Gospel
November 24, 2019 at 11 a.m.

Welcome to All
All are invited to participate in any of our activities, and to become  

a part of this community of faith and love.

U Please stand as you are comfortable. Bold indicates congregational response.

...We Gather to Praise...
Words of Welcome

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Guests, friends, members, welcome to worship! We are glad you are here. 
Please feel free to participate in ways that you feel led and comfortable or just 

observe, if you prefer. We welcome your presence among us.
Introit   Alleluia Ringers

Blessed Assurance
U Call to Worship Troy Prevot

Now this is what the Lord Almighty says:  
“Give careful thought to your ways.”

We will offer love and care in our thoughts, words, and 
actions.

How shall we live in the love of God?
We will treat one another with fairness and dignity. 
We will listen without judgment and with hearts of 
compassion.

How shall we witness God’s forgiving love?
We will reach out to others in grace, mercy and tenderness.

Come, let us worship God, who does, and will always love us.
Let our worship of God be reflected in our lives of hope 
and peace.

U Hymn of Praise   UMH 98
To God Be the Glory

U Affirmation of Faith    UMH 881
The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
   maker of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
      born of the Virgin Mary,
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, dead, and buried;
   the third day he arose from the dead;
      he ascended into heaven,
   and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
      from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
   the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
   the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
   and the life everlasting. Amen.

U Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father 

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen.

Words of Assurance and Pardon  Based on Haggai 2:9
“In this place I will grant peace,” declares the Lord Almighty. 
Through Christ, God restores us back to wholeness. 
Be at peace and know that you are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

U Hymn of Faith   UMH 348, vs. 1, 2, 4
Softly and Tenderly

U Sharing the Peace and Love of Christ

Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God            Alleluia Ringers
Sweet Hour of Prayer

U Doxology   UMH 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayers of the People   Pastor Lane
As prayers are offered our response will be:

Lord, in your tenderness,
hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer   UMH 895
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.

...we Scatter to Serve...

Invitation to Christian Discipleship  
We joyfully welcome all those who wish to become members of St. John’s 
and invite you to come forward during the singing of the closing hymn.

U Hymn of Discipleship UMH 389
Freely, Freely

U Blessing and Sending Forth  

U Postlude

The flowers on the altar are given by Sophy Tao and dedicated,
with thanksgiving, to St. John’s and her friends, Amanda and Bernade.

Don’t forget to pick up a yellow grocery bag on your way out 
and bring it back next week filled with groceries and other household items 

for Grocery Bag Sunday.



ALMOST CHrISTMAS
Almost Christmas Advent Worship Series & Devotional Book. In 1741, John Wesley 
preached his famous sermon “The Almost Christian,” in which he encouraged people to follow 
Jesus wholeheartedly, striving to be altogether Christians. This Advent, we will consider how 
God is inviting us to move from an almost faith to an altogether one, as we prepare to welcome 
the Christ child in a fresh way this Christmas. Our series will bring together the traditional 
Advent themes of Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love and the best of our Wesleyan heritage.
Every household is invited to take home the daily devotional, Almost Christmas: Devotions 
for the Season. The book contains 31 daily readings for December, based on reflections from 
John Wesley’s sermon, “The Almost Christian,” and hymns by Charles Wesley. A love offering 
will help us offset the cost of the books. Suggested donation: $5.
Almost Christmas Devotional Study, Mondays at 10 a.m., beginning December 2. Although 
Wesley’s sermon “Almost Christian,” was not intended to be an Advent or Christmas sermon, 
its timeless teachings will guide us in this 4-week study led by Guy Johnson.
This study is different from the study many of our Sunday School classes are doing based on 
Almost Christmas. If you would like to find a Sunday School class study for Advent, please 
contact Pastor Deirdré at pastordeirdre@stjohnsbr.org.

PArSONAGe OPeN HOuSe
You are invited to an Advent Open House at the Parsonage (11924 N. Oak Hills Pkwy.) on 
Sunday, December 1. Pastor Lane, Ben, and Julian are looking forward to seeing  you any 
time between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. for a “come and go” reception.

GrATITuDe OrNAMeNTS
Many thanks to those of you who bought leaves of gratitude for our Gratitude Tree. We raised 
over $10,00 toward our debt reduction. The leaves have “fallen” off of the tree and can be 
picked up today in the Narthex for you to give as gifts or hang on your Christmas tree.

HOLIDAy SuPer STOre
TOMOrrOW at 8a.m. is the shopping day for the Holiday Super Store at the Target on 
Siegen; plan to meet at the entrance on the far right. Volunteers are also needed to help 
sort the gifts back at church. If you have any questions, please contact Marilyn Damberg 
(marilyndamberg@mac.com or 225-335-3321).

ANGeL Tree
Our Angel Tree is up TODAy in the Narthex. Purchased gifts will be delivered on Saturday, 
December 7. Please email Beth Forester (bethforester@yahoo.com) or Betty Schroeder 
(drbschroeder@att.net) to volunteer to be on a delivery team.

 We NeeD yOur Freezer SPACe!
 Duane Craig is once again baking bread for the Great Turkey Giveaway and we need to 
find freezer space for them. If you have space, Duane will have a buggy full of bread in the 
Narthex on Sunday. All we ask is that you bring all bread back on Friday, December 13.

DeCOrATING FOr ADVeNT
We will decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex for the Advent and Christmas season on 
Saturday November 30 beginning at 9 a.m. The UMW will be decorating the Chrismon tree 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Come join us for a morning of joyful service.

ADVeNT SAVe THe DATeS
Sunday, December 1  “Almost Christmas,” Advent worship series begins
   Open House at the Parsonage, 2 - 4 p.m.
Monday, December 2 “Almost Christmas” Devotional Study begins, 10 a.m.
Sunday, December 8  Advent Fest, 4 - 6 p.m.
Saturday, December 14 Ninth Great Turkey Giveaway, volunteers to arrive at 7 a.m.
Sunday, December 15 “The Glory of Christmas” Cantata, both services
   UMW Bake Sale, 9:30 a.m.
Thursday, December 19 Longest Night Service, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. (note time change)

Stewards Serving Today
Ushers: Fran Anderson, Carrie de la Fuente, Tommie Reinhardt, Guy Johnson

Hosts: Tommie Reinhardt

Church Staff
rev. Lane Cotton Winn
Lead Pastor
pastorlane@stjohnsbr.org

rev. Deirdré Halliburton
Associate Pastor
pastordeirdre@stjohnsbr.org

Lynn Cooper
Administrative Assistant
office@stjohnsbr.org

LeAnn Davis
Manager of Finance & Facilities
leanndavis@stjohnsbr.org

Amy Fine
Coordinator of Youth Ministries
amyfine@stjohnsbr.org

Carrie Poynot
Director of Music Ministries
carriepoynot@stjohnsbr.org

Bill Putzig
Custodian
billputzig@stjohnsbr.org

Terry Byars 
Accompanist
terrybyars@stjohnsbr.org

This Week at St. John’s
Sunday, November 24
 8:00 a.m. Praise Team, Sanctuary
  8:30 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
  9:30 a.m. Coffee Time, FLC

 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, Campus Wide
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary
 4:00 p.m. Youth Group, FLC

 6:00 p.m. Alleluia Ringers, Sanctuary
Monday, November 25
 8:00 a.m. Holiday Superstore, Siegen Target
 9:00 a.m. Ladies Covenant Group, Parlor
 10:00 a.m. Fast Track Bible Study, Library
 11:30 a.m. Exercise Class, Narthex
 3:00 p.m. Men’s Covenant Group, Library
 3:00 p.m. Ladies Lectionary Study, Parlor
 3:00 p.m. The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
  6:00 p.m. Fast Track Bible Study, Library
 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting, FLC-E
Tuesday, November 26
 8:00 a.m. The Shepherd’s Market, FLC
 8:15 a.m.  Worship in the Market, FLC
  10:30 a.m. Staff Meeting, Pastor’s Office
 4:30 p.m. Wellness Covenant Group, Library
 4:30 p.m. Ladies’ Covenant Group, Parlor
Wednesday, November 27
 10:00 a.m. Holy Folders, Library
 Thursday, November 28
 HAPPy THANKSGIVING
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
THE SHEPHERD’S MARKET CLOSED
Friday, November 29
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
 Saturday, November 30
 12:00 p.m. AA Meeting, FLC-C

November 24, 2019
11 a.m. Worship ServiceSt. John’s united Methodist Church

230 Renee Drive | Baton Rouge, LA 70810
www.stjohnsbr.org | 225-766-4594 We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through worship, witness 

and service so that others will know God and become disciples of Jesus Christ.

Welcome to St. John’s!
Welcome to worship! We are glad you’ve joined us and hope you feel at 
home here. Whoever you are, wherever you are on your faith journey, 
you are welcome. 
Children of all ages are welcome in worship. However, if you or your child 
would prefer, nursery care is available in the Administration Building 
next door; an usher can escort you. Children’s bulletins and sermon 
sacks are available from an usher. 
Our ushers are happy to assist you in any way. restrooms are in the 
Narthex.

Thank you for being here.

Connect With
St. John’s

TeXTING: St. John’s sends out timely 
reminders about church events via 
text message. Email the office (office@
stjohnsbr.org) requesting that you be 
signed up for the texting service.

FrIDAy NeWSLeTTer: Our Friday 
Newsletter keeps you up to date about 
all the happenings around St. John’s, 
including worship information, special 
events, and service opportunities. 

INSIDe ST. JOHN’S eMAIL: This new 
email is in addition to our Friday 
e-newsletter, and geared towards our 
active members and friends. It includes 
prayer requests, birthdays, anniversaries, 
celebrations, memorial and funeral 
announcements, and other St. John’s 
family news.
This email will not be sent to you unless 
you request it. If you would like to receive 
this new weekly email, fill out the form 
that can be found in the Narthex or the 
hallway of the Admin Building; you may 
also contact Lynn in the church office at 
225-766-4594 or office@stjohnsbr.org.

         Like us and check-in on 
Facebook:

          facebook.com/stjohnsbr

Give online: http://bit.ly/stjohnsgive


