
 

 

October 21, 2020 

 

 

Dear St. John’s Family and Friends,  

Never before has our connection through worship and fellowship together been more cherished. 
“Together” —this word itself has truly taken on new meaning. Amid this season of confusion, 
disappointment, and uncertainty, we have been hungry for some sort of joy, precisely when it became 
impossible to get together for joy in most of the ways we knew, like attending worship in the 
sanctuary, visiting over Coffee Time, connecting through Sunday School, and, rehearsing with the 
choir. So we stretched and adapted.  

We learned how to Zoom and livestream!  
We made phone calls and wrote letters.  
We harnessed creativity and learned to sing “new songs,” as Psalm 98 encourages.  

We saw that our togetherness may not have happened in the ways we were used to, but it happened! 
We remained—and continue to be—together in spirit. And through it all, we were together with God, 
whose love covers every distance and heals every heart. 

By now, you should have received a prayer card and a pledge card. I hope you will join me in praying 
our stewardship prayer regularly as we discern together our giving for 2021. For more information about 
our Together for Joy stewardship campaign, visit stjohnsbr.org/together-for-joy. 

I know that some in our church family have been severely impacted by the current crisis and may not 
be in a position to increase their giving or even continue to give in the same way going forward. 
Whatever you are able to do is a great blessing as we continue living out our vision to feed people 
spiritually and physically.  

Others in our church may have experienced this pandemic without too much economic turmoil and 
can find a way to step up their giving. Knowing that others in our congregation are struggling, your 
increased generosity would be deeply appreciated. We are all in this together. 

So much is different; so many circumstances have changed. But here’s what I know: with God’s help, 
the “new songs” we create together for joy, in person and in spirit, will be well worth the rejoicing. 

 



I hope to see you on Commitment Sunday, October 25, 2020. We will worship together (in-person 
and in spirit) at 10 a.m., and a socially distant tailgate lunch will follow. You are invited to the outdoor 
tailgate even if resuming in-person worship isn't safe for you yet. 

For all that we’ve already accomplished together during this challenging season, and for all that we will 
accomplish together in the future, thanks be to God and thank you.  

To God be the glory, 
 

 

Rev. Lane Cotton Winn   
Lead Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                

 

 


