
Sunday, July 17, 2022
11 A.M. WORSHIP CELEBRATION

All Are Welcome

Today we continue in our worship series “Upside Down Living,” where we look back 
at some of the familiar parables Jesus told by looking at them from a slightly different 
perspective than perhaps we’re used to. In today’s Parable of the Wheat and Weeds, we’ll 
consider God’s love for us, even though there is a mixture of wheat and weeds within us.

Whether you are a guest or member, we invite you to register your attendance (scan the 
QR code in the pew) so we know you’re here and we can get to know you better.

STJOHNSBR.ORG  | @STJOHNSBR



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

OUR MISSION
We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through worship, 
witness and service so that others will know God and become disciples of 
Jesus Christ.

OUR VISION
Our church will be known as a center for feeding people spiritually and 
physically in our community.

OUR CORE VALUES
We believe the following guiding principles make us a fruitful and spiritually 
intentional church: 

• Fellowship: A sense of family, hospitality, and belonging to an 
open, accepting, and nurturing community.

• Caring: Loving response to needs of all people through empathy 
and compassion.

• Mission: giving of ourselves to meet and serve the needs of all 
others by faithful witness through our actions, servanthood and 
way of living.

• Spiritual Growth: Studying, understanding and growing in the word 
of God by Christ-centered prayer, worship and service through 
discipleship in action.

OUR CONTACT INFO
230 Renee Drive | Baton Rouge, LA 70810 
office@stjohnsbr.org | 225-766-4594 | stjohnsbr.org | @stjohnsbr 
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Friday 9 a.m. - noon



GUEST INFORMATION
Welcome to worship! We are glad you’ve joined us and hope you feel at home 
here. Whoever you are, wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome. 
Our ushers are happy to assist you in anyway. Restrooms are in the Narthex. 
You are invited to participate in any of our activities, and to become  
a part of this community of faith and love.

Thank you for being here.

HELPFUL HINTS FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
We fully welcome and love engaging children in worship! We include a special Children’s 
Moment each Sunday. 
• The St. John’s Prayground is located in the front of the sanctuary. This is a place 

for children and their families to worship together, allowing children to more fully 
participate in the service. More details about the Prayground may be found on our 
website. 

• A staffed nursery for infants through preschool is open every Sunday morning and 
is located next door in our Education/Administration building. 

• Changing tables are located in the restrooms in the back of the sanctuary and in 
our nursery. 

• Children are welcome to receive Holy Communion, which is served weekly at 8:30 
a.m. and on the first Sunday of the month at 11 a.m. Our communion elements are 
bread and grape juice. Gluten-free elements are also available.

• Sunday School is offered for children starting at age 3 through 12th grade from 
9:45-10:45 a.m. 

Any questions? Ushers are glad to assist you.
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GLORIFYING GOD
*Please stand as you are comfortable. 

Bold indicates congregational response.

Prelude     Terry Byars

Words of Welcome Rev. Lane Cotton Winn

Introit

*Call to Worship    Tommie Reinhardt
In a world so quick to point out our faults and failures,  
    we worship a God of grace. 
Even when we are too hard on ourselves,  
always pressing towards perfection,  
    we worship a God of grace. 
Though many see the world as either/or, black and white,  
without a shade of gray in between,  
    we worship a God of grace. 
God is in the midst of all of life and all that we experience,  
    so gather in, my friends. 
You are welcomed. 
    You are accepted. 
    For we worship a God of grace. 
    Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.

*Hymn of Praise
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

The United Methodist Hymnal 384, vs. 1, 2, 4

*Sharing the Peace and Love of Christ

STORYTIME WITH JESUS
Children’s Moment    Evan Gager

Anthem
Grace Alone

Composed by Scott Wesley Brown and Jeff Nelson
Vocalist: Pastor Lane

Baroque recorder: Steven Rushing
Piano: Terry Byars

Prayer for Illumination  Tommie Reinhardt
Storytelling Jesus,

Guide me as I keep learning how to live into the life you offer, 
    to stretch myself and grow in the atmosphere of your grace. 
Keep my heart open to let the truths you taught hit home 
    to the places where I need them. 
Keep shaping and forming me into your likeness. Amen.



*Scripture    Tommie Reinhardt
Matthew 13:24-30

The Word of the Lord.  
    Thanks be to God.

Message   Pastor Lane
Parable of the Weeds and Wheat:

“The Weeds and Wheat In Us”

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

RESPONDING TO 
GOD’S GRACE

*Hymn of Faith    
Grace Greater Than Our Sin

The United Methodist Hymnal 365, vs. 1, 4

Ministry Moment   Theresa Sandifer
The Shepherd’s Market 10th Anniversary

Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God
Feed My Sheep

Composed by Don Francisco
Vocalist: Marie Leleaux

Guitarist: Joseph H. Poliquin
We appreciate your generosity. 

Each gift enables us to be a blessing in our community. 
You may give online at stjohnsbr.org/give.

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



*Affirming Our Faith    Evan Gager
Our Social Creed

Since the beginning of the Methodist movement, people called 
Methodists have spoken to the issues of the day as an expression of 
the Wesleyan commitment to social holiness.
Continuing the Wesleyan tradition of social holiness today, let us recite 
our Social Creed:
We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, 

the Redeemer of creation. We believe in the Holy Spirit, through 
whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we repent of our sin in 
misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends.

We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate 
ourselves to its preservation, enhancement, and faithful use 
by humankind.

We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of 
community, sexuality, marriage, and the family.

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, 
youth, young adults, the aging, and people with disabilities; to 
improvement of the quality of life; and to the rights and dignity 
of all persons.

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of 
God and the good of themselves and others and in the 
protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights to property 
as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible 
consumption; and in the elimination of economic and 
social distress.

We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule 
of justice and law among nations, and to individual freedom for 
all people of the world.

We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in 
human affairs and gladly accept our commission to manifest 
the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. 
Amen. Amen.

*A Companion Litany to Our Social Creed
Companion Litany

God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ, calls us by grace
    to be renewed in the image of our Creator, 
    that we may be one in divine love for the world.



Today is the day God cares for the integrity of creation, wills the healing 
and wholeness of all life, weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness. 
    And so shall we.
Today is the day God embraces all hues of humanity, delights in 
diversity and difference, favors solidarity transforming strangers into 
friends. 
    And so shall we.
Today is the day God cries with the masses of starving people, 
despises growing disparity between rich and poor, demands justice for 
workers in the marketplace. 
    And so shall we.
Today is the day God deplores violence in our homes and streets,
rebukes the world’s warring madness, humbles the powerful and lifts up 
the lowly. 
    And so shall we.
Today is the day God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace,
celebrates where justice and mercy embrace, exults when the wolf 
grazes with the lamb. 
    And so shall we.
Today is the day God brings good news to the poor,
proclaims release to the captives, gives sight to the blind, and 
sets the oppressed free. 
    And so shall we.

SENT OUT TO SHARE 
THE STORY

Call to Action    
We joyfully welcome all those who wish to become members of St. John’s and 

invite you to come forward during the singing of the closing hymn.

*Hymn of Discipleship 
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve

The Faith We Sing Songbook 2241, vs. 1, 3, 4

*Blessing and Sending Forth   Pastor Lane
   
*Postlude    Terry Byars



WORSHIP NOTES 
Worship Stewards
Ushers in today’s service are Liz McDonald, Renee Rodi, and Susanna Seals.

Flowers on the Altar
The flowers on the altar are given by Pat Cobb in memory of her husband, Earl. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children & Youth Pool Party Today
Join us for some fun in the sun this afternoon from 4-7pm. All children and youth and 
their families are invited to the home of Sarah and Troy Prevot (242 Shady Lake Place W) 
for an afternoon around the pool. Burgers and hot dogs will be provided. Bring a side dish 
or treat to share and don’t forget your towel.
Annual School Supply Drive
Opening Doors is collecting school supplies for schools in our neighborhood through 
Sunday, August 7. There is a blue tub in the Narthex as well as the hallway in the Admin/
Education Building. Schools receiving supplies are Wildwood Elementary, Charlie Thomas 
Head Start, and Gardere Christian Academy.

Suggested supplies are: loose leaf paper, pencils, pens (black or blue), Elmer’s 
glue, glue sticks, 24-pack of crayons, colored pencils, spiral notebooks (3 subject 
or more), standard rulers, folders with clasps and pockets, scissors, boxes of 
Kleenex, rolls of paper towels, Clorox wipes, hand wipes, dry erase markers, kid 
scissors, construction paper, copy/computer paper. 

Bible Presentation
In honor of those heading back to school, students going into Kindergarten, 3rd, 6th and 
9th grades will be presented Bibles on Sunday, August 7. If your student is moving up into 
one of those grades, please email Pastor Lane (pastorlane@stjohnsbr.org) by July 31 so 
we can have an age-appropriate Bible ready.
Days for Girls in Supplies and Sewers Needed
We are planning ahead for Days for Girls in September and need help with the following: 
sewers to complete the bags (contact Joyce Perry at joyce.perry@cox.net or 225-763-
6613 if you can help sew bags), colored wash cloths, girls colorful panties/briefs size 10, 
12, and 14 (no animals or characters please), monetary donations for other supplies (you 
may write a check to St. John’s UMC with Days for Girls in the memo line). Look for the 
blue tubs in the Narthex or hallway of Admin/Education Building to drop your donations.
Safe Sanctuaries Training
Pastor Lane will be leading our annual Safe Sanctuaries training is scheduled for Sunday, 
July 24 at noon in the library, immediately following the 11:00 service. All who serve with 
children or youth are required to take the training. Newcomers are welcome, too. Lunch 
will be provided. Please confirm your attendance with Lynn (225-766-4594 or office@
stjohnsbr.org).
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University Coming in August
We are excited to host a 9-week Financial Peace University (FPU) class that will begin 
on Tuesday, August 23 from 6-8 p.m. FPU offers practical steps to help you get rid of 
debt, manage your money, and save and invest more wisely. The cost of the course is 
$60. Registration forms can be found in the Narthex. Contact Jill Brant at 985-503-4246 or 
jbrant96518@gmail.com for more information. Childcare will be available upon request.

Take your first steps now to change your life and your legacy by attending this class.


