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Welcome to All 
If you are a guest, we welcome you to worship and ask that you 
consider filling out a contact form at www.stjohnsbr.org/guest 

so we can be in touch with you this week

Threadbare before God
Prelude   Terry Byars

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Words of Welcome  Rev. Lane Cotton Winn

Call to Worship  Rev. Deirdré Halliburton
Sometimes life takes us where we don’t expect.
 Sometimes, God takes us where we don’t expect.
In worship, we gather to get in touch with God’s 
   bigger narrative.
 In worship, we gather to expand our hearts.
So let us worship the God of unending surprises.
 Let us worship the God of love and grace. 

Hymn of Praise
Blest Are They

Blest are they, the poor in spirit; 
theirs is the kingdom of  God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow; 

they shall be consoled. 
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!

Blest are you who suffer hate, 
all because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, 
yours is the kingdom. 

Shine for all to see. 
Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you. 
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the kingdom of God!

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer           Pastor Deirdré
Gracious God,

so much in life is unpredictable. 
   The weather changes day by day. 
Viruses come and go. 
   Doors open and close. 
Dreams are deferred. 
   Though while life may be unpredictable, 
      you are always with us, 
   no matter where we are and no matter what’s      
      happening around us. 
Today we bring you our anxiety and exhaustion,
    our fears and confusion, 
      asking you to ground us with your love and to 
   bring light into our darkness. 
Meet us now with your good news,
   that we may be renewed by the power of your 
      presence. 
In hope and faith we pray now, using the words your 
   son taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Woven by the Word
Scripture Reading  Pastor Lane

Jeremiah 29:1-7, 11
The Word of the Lord
 Thanks be to God.

Children’s Moment  Pastors

Unraveled Anthem
Jeremiah Sent a Letter

A hymn inspired by Jeremiah 29:1-7
Jeremiah sent a letter to the folks in Babylon, 

Long had they been stuck in darkness, 
waiting for to greet the dawn. 

They had suffered much in exile, 
toiling hard in angst and fear. 

Young and old were forced to labor, 
kept in place by sword and spear.

Though they wanted news of freedom, 
he told them to hunker down. 

“Build your houses, plant your gardens, 
raise your children in this town.” 

Jeremiah told the people, 
“make the best of your home here. 

Seek the welfare of the city; 
through your lives, God’s truth endear.”

Sometimes, Lord, we find ourselves 
in places we don’t want to be -  

Places full of pain and anguish, 
places craving jubilee. 

May we in the times of exile 
serve our God courageously, 
In the moments of our trials, 

may we love all faithfully.

We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through worship, 
witness and service so that others will know God 

and become disciples of Jesus Christ.



Prayer for Illumination   
God of unending surprises,
   this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, 
   and we long to be weavers of love.
Today we gather and pray that you would 
   unravel our bias. 
Unravel our assumptions. 
Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. 
And as you do, clear space in our hearts 
   for your Word. 
We are listening. We are praying. Amen.

Sermon   Pastor Lane
“When Our Dreams or Plans Unravel”

Hemming Our Lives to God
Prayer of Confession  Pastor Lane

When life’s plans and dreams unravel, especially when 
   things seem beyond our control, we often find ourselves  
   stockpiling worries, focusing on what we’re losing,
   and we withdraw from the people around us. 
Knowing we need help, let us come to God seeking 
   forgiveness, ask Jesus to unravel our fear, and be 
   transformed by the Holy Spirit.  
Let us pray:
Creator God,

being faithful has never been easy. 
You asked Noah to build a ship. 
   You asked the Israelites to plant gardens 
   and build homes while in exile.
You asked the prophets to speak 
   challenging truths.
You asked the disciples to drop their nets 
   and follow you. 
And you ask us to love bigger than society 
     wants to. 
Being faithful has never been easy, and 
   as a result, we often miss the mark. 
Forgive us for holding tightly to 
   human-made plans. 
Forgive us for the times we say “No” to you, 
   so that we can say “Yes” to ourselves. 
Unravel the grip we have on our agenda, 
   so that we can make room for you. 
Gratefully we pray, Amen.

Words of Grace and Forgiveness  Pastor Lane
Friends, this is the Good News:

In Christ, God brought us back to our 
   true home - to hope, to love, and to life.

Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.
Alleluia! Amen.

Prayer Response
Halle, Halle,Halleluja

Halle, Halle, Halleluja!
Halle, Halle, Halleluja !
Halle, Halle, Halleluja!

Halleluja! Halleluja!

Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God  Carrie Poynot
‘Tis So Sweet to Trust In Jesus
We appreciate your generosity.

Each gift enables us to be a blessing in our community.
You may give online here:

http://www.stjohnsbr.org/give

Bound by the Trinity for Service
Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

Hymn of Discipleship
Shalom To You

 Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. 
May God’s full mercies bless you, my friends. 

In all your living and through your loving, 
Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.

Benediction   Pastor Lane

Postlude   Terry Byars
The Solid Rock

Thank you for worshipping with us!

The flowers on the altar are from Pat Cobb 
in memory of her husband, Earl.

Today’s worship stewards:
Carrie Poynot, Terry Byars, 

 Haleigh Schwartz, John Toney, Mari Walker, 
and St. John’s Pastors:

Rev. Lane Cotton Winn, Rev. Deirdré Halliburton

Permission to stream music covered by 
OneLicense A-732159 and CCLI 20233858. 

Some liturgy written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | 
sanctifiedart.org

Unraveled Anthem written by Stephen M. Fearing,
used by permission.


