
The Celebration of the Gospel
April 25, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Easter

If you are a guest, we welcome you to worship and ask that you 
consider filling out a contact form at www.stjohnsbr.org/guest 

so we can be in touch with you this week

Dancing Toward God
Prelude   

They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love

Words of Welcome  Rev. Lane Cotton Winn

Invitation to Dance Again

Call to Worship   Rev. Larry Norman
This is our call!

We lean into this day with the strength we have. 
     We lift up our heads to meet the day. 
God sends out a call that will not let us go. 
     We fortify our hearts with compassion 
     and action. 
If rain still lingers, open the umbrellas of love and set 
out anyway. 
     For we are called to dance again!

Songs of Praise    
For the Beauty of the Earth

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies; 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For thy self, best Gift Divine, 
to the world so freely given, 

for that great, great love of thine, 
peace on earth, and joy in heaven: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise.

Lord, I Lift Your Name On High
Lord, I lift you name of high;

Lord, I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life;

I’m so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 

from the earth to the cross my debt to pay; 
from the cross to the grave; from the grave to the sky; 

Lord, I lift your name on high. 
REPEAT

Prayer     Rev. Larry
Holy One, Justice-Seeker, Lover of Creation,
     We know your voice, the sounds of your steps.
Your love gathers us, urges us, encourages us.
     Come and dance with us, engage with us, 
         as we seek you, so that we can be risen 
         with Christ and in Christ.
Be with us now, we pray. Amen.

Stretching Our Spirits
Gospel Reading  Rev. Larry

John 10:11-18
The Word of the Lord.

 Thanks be to God.

Children’s Moment Rev. Deirdré Halliburton

Epistle Reading  Pastor Lane
1 John 3:16-18, 23-24

The Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.

Prayer for Illumination based on Psalm 19:14
May the words of our mouths and the meditations of 
our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, thou who are 
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

Sermon  Pastor Lane
“Dare to Dance

the Dance of Love”

   Stepping Out In 
Response

Hymn of Faith   
Lead Me, Guide Me

REFRAIN
Lead me, guide me, along, the way,

for if you lead me, I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee.

Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  
I am weak and I need thy strength and power

to help me over my weakest hour.
Help me through the darkness thy face to see,

Lead me, O Lord, Lead me
REFRAIN

I am lost if you take your hand from me,
I am blind without thy Light to see,

Lord, just always let me thy servant be.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

REFRAIN

We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through 
worship, witness and service so that others will know God 

and become disciples of Jesus Christ. 



Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God
We appreciate your generosity.

Each gift enables us to be a blessing in our community.
You may give online here: http://www.stjohnsbr.org/give

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sharing Holy Communion  Pastors
If you live in the Baton Rouge area and 

would like someone to bring Communion to your home, 
please contact us in the church office.

Prayer After Receiving  Rev. Larry
Lord of the dance,

we give you thanks for the grace we 
experience in the waters of baptism 
and around your table. 

For forgiveness, for connection, and
for direction in life when we are unsure. 

Our gratitude abounds. Amen.

Leaping Into Action
Call to Action

Hymn of  Discipleship
Let All Things Now Living

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 
to God the Creator triumphantly raise, 

who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, 
who guides us and leads to the end of our day. 

God’s banners fly o’er us; God’s light goes before us, 
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

till shadows have vanished 
and darkness is banished, 

as forward we travel from light into light.
The law God enforces, the stars in their courses 

and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
the hills and the mountains, 

the rivers and fountains, 
the deeps of the ocean proclaim the Divine. 

We, too, should be voicing our love and rejoicing; 
with glad adoration a song let us raise, 

till all things now living unite in thanksgiving: 
To God in the highest hosanna and praise!

Benediction               Pastor Lane

Postlude

Thank you for worshipping with us!

We thank all our worship stewards, musicians, 
tech team, ushers, and hosts for assisting in today’s service.

Permission to stream music covered by 
OneLicense A-732159 and CCLI 20233858.

In addition to the opening video,“Dare to Dance Again,” 
some of our liturgy and prayers were used with permission 

of Dr. Marcia McFee | Worship Design Studio.
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