
The Celebration of the Gospel
June 27, 2021 at 8:30 a.m.

All Are Welcome
If you are a guest, we welcome you to worship and ask that you 
consider filling out a contact form at www.stjohnsbr.org/guest 

so we can be in touch with you this week

Gathering
Prelude   

Words of Welcome  Rev. Lane Cotton Winn

Songs of Praise    
We Will Glorify the King of Kings FWS 2087, vs. 1, 4

We will glorify the King of kings, 
we will glorify the Lamb; 

we will glorify the Lord of lords, 
who is the great I AM.

Hallelujah to the King of kings, 
hallelujah to the Lamb; 

hallelujah to the Lord of lords, 
who is the great I AM.

King of Kings  FWS 2075
King of kings and Lord of lords, glory, hallelujah!
King of kings and Lord of lords, glory, hallelujah!

Jesus, Prince of Peace, glory, hallelujah!
Jesus, Prince of Peace, glory, hallelujah!

REPEAT

Call to Worship  Margaret Sprunger
“In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.”

Creator God, you formed our universe 
    from a shapeless void; 
You fashioned the planets and forged the stars; 
    You established the seasons and determined 
life’s rightful order.
    Creator God, we worship you!
Word of Life, you spoke over your creation and 
    made it live; 
You painted nature into beautiful color;
    You stirred seas and rivers to song; 
You called forth creatures of every shape 
    and size: 
    Word of Life, we respond to you!
Spirit of Life, you gathered the dust of the earth and 
    made humanity in your image; 
You breathed life into us, that we might know you; 
    You filled your earth with tribes and nations; 
You entrusted your precious world to us your family. 
    Spirit of Life, we receive you!
God saw all that had been made, and called it 
    very good. 
Almighty God, today we celebrate the goodness  
    of your creation and rejoice in the gift of 
relationship with you.

Journeying
Road Trip Notes - Yellowstone   Video

Children’s Moment  ShiRae Transou

Scripture Pastor Lane
Genesis 2:4-15

The Word of the Lord.
     Thanks be to God.

Prayer for Illumination  
Lord God, at the beginning of time your Spirit 
moved over the waters. So now, send your Spirit 
to stir our hearts and inspire us to receive the 
re-creating power of your Word. Grant us wisdom 
and courage as we seek to learn from you. We pray 
through Christ, your incarnate Word. Amen. 

Sermon   Pastor Lane
“Good, Old Faithful God”

Communing
Hymn of Faith   UMH 92, vs. 1, 2, 4

For the Beauty of the Earth
For the beauty of the earth, 

for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies; 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise.
For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon, and stars of light; 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild; 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise.

We are a Christian community called to share our gifts through 
worship, witness and service so that others will know God 

and become disciples of Jesus Christ. 



Prayer of Confession
As we approach our Lord in worship, let us offer our 
prayer of confession:
Creator God,

we confess that all too often we have ignored and 
denied your lordship over a land entrusted to 
us. We have assumed the right to seize what we 
please, taken for granted the fruit it produced, 
and put material concerns above the higher 
purposes to which you call us.
Forgive us Lord. Make us better stewards 
of your creation and servants of your Kingdom. 
Cultivate in us a deeper love for this earth 
you’ve made and all that dwell in it. This we ask 
through Christ our Redeemer, who so loved the 
world that he came to dwell with us here and 
taught us everything we need to know about 
love. Amen.

Words of Assurance and Pardon
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond 
    measure, and you are included in that love.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Glory to God! Amen.

Sharing the Love and Peace of Christ

Offering Our Tithes and Gifts to God
We appreciate your generosity.

Each gift enables us to be a blessing in our community.
You may give online here: http://www.stjohnsbr.org/give

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Great Thanksgiving            
Our sung communion responses are from 

The Faith We Sing Hymnal #2257
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company 
of heaven we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. (3x)
Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. (3x)
The congregation is seated and 

the institution of the Lord’s Supper is recalled.
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus 
Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a 
holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for 
us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again.

Hosanna in the highest. (3x) 

The pastor invokes the present work  
of the Holy Spirit and concludes:

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.
Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Hosanna in the highest.  (3x)

The Lord’s Prayer

Sharing the Bread and Cup  
 � All are welcome to partake in Holy Communion.
 � Communion will be served using the ancient means of 
“intinction” with only the pastor touching the elements, or, if you 
prefer, you may receive pre-packaged elements.                                            

 � You are invited to stay at the chancel for prayer as long as you 
desire.

 � If you are mobility challenged, please let the usher know and the 
pastor will bring communion elements to you.

 � If you live in the Baton Rouge area and would like someone to 
bring Communion to your home, please contact us in the church 
office.

Prayer After Receiving
Eternal God, 

we give you thanks for this holy mystery
     in which you have given yourself to us.
Grant that we may go into the world
     in the strength of your Spirit, to faithfully 
live out our call to be caretakers of your creation,
    in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.

 

On the Road Again...
Call to Action

Hymn of  Discipleship   UMH 140, vs. 1, 2
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

REFRAIN
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

REFRAIN

Benediction               

Postlude  

The flowers on the altar are from Joyce Perry 
in honor of Bill’s 80th birthday!

Thank you for worshipping with us!

Permission to stream music covered by 
OneLicense A-732159 and CCLI 20233858.


